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Rural Conditions and Trends is published three times a year by USDA’s Economic Research
Service (ERS). For subscription information, call ERS-NASS at 1-800-999-6779.

Rural Conditions and Trends welcomes letters to the editor as well as ideas for articles. Address
editorial correspondence and inquiries to Editor, Rural Conditions and Trends, Room 324, 1301
New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005-4788 (telephone 202-219-0484, after October 24,
202-694-5398).

The Secretary of Agriculture has determined that publication of this periodical is necessary in the
transaction of public business required by law of the Department.

Contents of this journal may be reprinted without permission, but the editors would appreciate
acknowledgment of such use and an advance copy of the material to be reprinted. Use of commer-
cial and trade names does not imply approval or constitute endorsement by USDA.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or famil-
ial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s Target Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington,
DC, 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or 202-720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment
opportunity employer.

Rural Conditions and Trends is printed on recycled paper using soy-based ink.

Starting October 24, 1997, the Economic Research Service will be moving to 1800 M Street,
NW, Washington, DC, 20036-5831. All telephone numbers will change as a result of the
move. Both authors’ current and future telephone numbers are provided in this issue. E-mail
addresses will remain the same.
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